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for varied motives; motives of evident interest; motives in many of mere submission to force, as with the criminal class; motives in others of conscience, of subjection of personal advantage to the general weal. But alongside of this, always latent, often expressed, runs the reservation of conscience. To no law of man shall men concede authority to make them do what conscience says is wrong. The history of the ages witnesses to the truth and power of this reservation. My own time has seen it. Men are yet living who said, " You may pass your Fugitive Slave Law; we will not obey." Seward's expression, " the higher law," embodied this resolution; and that higher law is not enacted in human courts. It will not respect human decisions, and to the last day it will use force, passive or active, when in its power so to maintain the right, as conscience gives it to see it.
But some may urge that the story of the War of Secession is by now but an echo
" Of old, unhappy, far-off things, And battles long ago."
They have no application to our better present. Better! Is it better that men, in order to spare